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Honor our veterans

Veterans Day, which is November 11 each yearhisliday to honor
America’s veterans for their patriotism and williregs to serve and
sacrifice for our nation’s common good.

Christians follow the Prince of Peace, so warddemma that often
challenges people of faith. Some Christians ardipes; while others
believe in a “just war.” Many believe that the goaf freedom, justice,
equality and democracy are worth the cost required.

Whatever individual Christians decide about anyegieonflict, most
Christians believe that men and women who strivaaée this world
free of tyrants are to be respected. As Winstonr€Hilli said, “Never
in the field of human conflict was so much owedsbymany to so
few.”

Thank you to all the men and women who served®naw serving
our country.

Special dates

* All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2008
 Daylight-Saving Time Ends, November 2, 2008
* Election Day, November 4, 2008

* Veterans Day, November 11, 2008

* Bible Sunday, November 23, 2008

 National Bible Week, November 23-30, 2008

» Thanksgiving Day, November 27, 2008

* First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2008

St. Andrew's Day

St. Andrew, who was Peter’s brother, is the pasant of Scotland.
According to legend, in the fourth century a mamad St. Rule car-
ried to Scotland the relics of St. Andrew, who kiggtl on an X-shaped
cross. He took them to a place now known as Stréwd, where
they're kept in a church.

St. Andrew’s Day falls on November 30 each yeam&®&cots wear
blue and white X-shaped ribbons on that day. Seditaflag also fea-
tures a blue and white cross.

Blessed are ...

Blessed are those who have learned
to admire but not envy;

to follow but not imitate;

to praise but not flatter;

and to lead but not manipulate.

Count your blessings

Count your blessings instead of your crosses;
Count your gains instead of your losses.

Count your joys instead of your woes;
Count your friends instead of your foes.

Count your smiles instead of your tears;
Count your courage instead of your fears.

Count your full years instead of your lean;
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.

Count your health instead of your wealth;
Count on God instead of yourself.

An offertory prayer for Thanksgiving

Merciful and generous Lord, you open your lovingdsand bless us
abundantly every day of our lives. Even when wehgough dark
times — suffering, sorrow, pain, desperation — gsaure us that your
loving, everlasting arms will not let us go. Howngeous are all your
benefits, how supportive, how comforting to expece

Today we join with “the great cloud of witnessediaonce praised
you on Earth and now glorify you in heaven, offgrour deepest grati-
tude for all the gifts you so generously give.

Accept then our thanksgiving for your love, youacg and all the
blessings you bestow on us daily. Through JesusGur Lord,
Amen.

If you are enjoying the new calendar and miscellanes articles
of inspiration, please contact the church office dret us know.

How do you explain the unexplainable?

When we encounter God, or when God encountersxpiairing the
experience can be a challenge. We may do so higitiwgh fear that
others will misunderstand us or think we're mentaihstable.

St. Paul tried to explain this type of encountest keaders of his mysti-
cal experience found in 2 Corinthians 12 may bezfmaz Paul says he
was so deep in prayer that he didn’t know whetleewhs in or out of
his body. He refers to “the exceptional charactéhe revelations” (2
Corinthians 12:7, NRSV).

This passage deals with going deep in the Spirgnytraying. Mystics,
people who patiently make real and vital conta¢hv@od, understand
the strange spiritual experiences that are posgibén deep in prayer.
They understand that the unexplainable can’t béa@gx. They can
only reveal that they've related intimately to God.

The good news is that you don’t need to be an Bpospastor to ex-
perience this close relationship with God. All sfhlave 24/7 access to
our Savior, who longs to hear from us.

They loved their church

During the Great Depression, First Methodist ChuncWillard, Ohio,
was in great danger of closing. It wasn’t that¢harch lacked mem-
bers. So many of them were unemployed or had aenéacpme that
they could give very little.

Because the church was in debt, the time came tgemembers had
a choice: They could mortgage their homes and savehurch they
loved, or they chould shut the doors and try td timother place to
worship. Many families mortgaged their homes, thaging their
church home.

After the Depression waned and the members weitenadoe stable
financially, they decided to rename the church &fdethodist. They
said the church had been saved by the grace ob@Gahis blessings
for them.



